
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

 

The Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center welcomed 

333 students when we opened our doors for the 2019-20 school 

year!  Once again, MKM teachers and staff hosted the popular 

“Meet and Greet” session prior to the first day of school.  

Timber, the school dog, was on hand to welcome all his new 

friends.  

  

The Early Childhood Center also welcomed several new staff 

members this year: Kindergarten 

Teacher Nicole Schaumberg; 

First Grade Teachers Beth 

Nikolich and Danielle Naldi; 

Paraprofessionals Cecilia 

Candeloro, Sylvia Martucci, 

Karen Simonelli, and Chelsea Wolf; and Lunchroom/Playground 

Aides Jamie Salmon and Laura Walker.   

  

The MKMECC “Welcome Back Social” took place in late 

September and proved to be a highly-successful event, thanks to 

the hard work of our PTO.  Students and families participated in 

the Pumpkin Walk, and enjoyed the bouncy house, inflatable 

slides, and food trucks!  Retired school custodian, Chuck 

Billingslea, known affectionately as “Mr. Chuck” by our students, 

returned to MKM as the official popcorn popper!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 

 

We are off to a great start at Thomas P. Hughes School this year!  We are so happy to have 

welcomed our 64 Second Graders, and it is nice to see them acclimating to our routines and truly 

becoming a part of our Hughes School culture.  We have also welcomed a few new staff 

members:  

 

• Mrs. Cindy MacKinnon was hired as Mrs. Lindsey Guyton’s leave replacement.  She will be 

with us until early December.  She is a seasoned educator with an incredibly positive and 

energetic approach, and she has already become a cohesive member of our staff. 

 

• Ms. Mary Hetherington is a leave replacement for our Art teacher, Ms. Jennifer 

Hanselman.  She is warm and creative, and is doing a great job managing her responsibilities 

at two schools. (We share her with Woodruff School.)  Ms. Hanselman is expected to return 

sometime next month. 

 

• Mrs. Jennifer Scharf just started at Hughes School this week.  She has replaced our HELP 

teacher, Mrs. Fern Wolkin, who retired last June.  Mrs. Scharf comes to us with a variety of 

experiences as a teacher and as a paraprofessional in neighboring school districts.  She will 

be teaching Grade 2 and 3 WIN sections as well as providing assistance in Grade 2 and 3 

classrooms several times per week.  In addition, Mrs. Scharf will be supervising students in 

the cafeteria daily. 

 

• Mr. Robert Hoehn is our new Night Custodian.  He is replacing Mr. Michael Sharkey, who 

retired this summer. 

  

Here’s a few highlights from the first three weeks of the school year: 

 

Our classes came together as a full student body for the first time on the very first day of 

school.  We had a brief “Welcome Back” assembly in the gym to say “hello” to our new 

students, review some rules and changes, and just generally set the tone for a positive and 

successful school year   

 

We came together again last week for the Start With Hello assembly.  Volunteers shared with our 

students several ways in which they could reach out to one another to help create a more 

welcoming and inclusive environment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL (continued) 

 

Our SPARKLE program is well underway again this year.  Teachers are continuing to celebrate 

students’ acts of kindness and pro-social behavior.  Students love receiving SPARKLE tickets 

and listening for their name on the loudspeaker on Fridays. 

 

BJ Ward (pictured at left) has begun his 

residency with our Fifth Grade classes.  He is an 

award-winning poet who will meet with our 

Grade 5 students three times to help teach them 

about writing.  His teaching style is loud and 

“non-traditional” - but VERY effective!  If you 

ask any Fifth Grader about it, they will likely tell 

you how funny Professor Ward is.  However, if 

you read some of the students’ completed poems 

at the end of the program, you will see that there 

is a tremendous amount of substance behind the 

silly humor!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 

 

Mountain Park School Third 

Graders saved Fred!    

 

Fred’s boat turned over and he 

was stuck. Fortunately, his life 

preserver was in the boat, so 

students used paper clips to help 

him.  MPS students enjoyed this 

STEM activity and worked as a 

team to communicate the steps 

of the engineering design 

process to ask, imagine, plan, 

create, and improve their design.  

 

Grade 3 students at Mountain 

Park tackled this problem with a 

smile! 

****************************************************************************** 
 

Students in the Grade 4 class co-taught by Marie 

Pellegrini and Michele Guerriero at Mountain Park 

School were recently exposed to the multi-sensory way of 

writing, using a product called "Framing Your Thoughts."  

 

Learners were taught what a "bare bones" sentence is and 

how to use "sentence expanders" to make their writing 

more detailed and exciting.  They framed their sentences 

and used symbols to mark each element.  The next day, 

the lesson provided review and a focus on subject-verb 

agreement.  These lessons are intertwined with the new 

writing program, Being A Writer. 

 

The students are off to an exciting year of writing 

workshop!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 

 

William Woodruff School is off to a great start!  Opening Day 

was met with smiles as students arrived via car and bus and 

were greeted by Woodruff’s mascot, Woody, along with 

balloons and a picture box to celebrate a new school year.  The 

students gathered on the playground, getting reacquainted with 

old friends and making new ones.  The PTO hosted a Welcome 

Coffee for all of the new Second Grade families along with the 

13 new families in other grades.  A school-wide assembly was 

also part of the Opening Day festivities.  The assembly 

welcomed all back, discussed the uniqueness of each student, 

and presented the school’s mission of being a caring, 

supportive, and respectful environment.  The assembly focused 

on mindful strategies as well as Being One’s VERY Best Self. 

****************************************************************************** 

A day of remembrance occurred at Woodruff School on September 11th.  The students listened 

during morning announcements to the events that unfolded on that day 18 years ago.  A moment 

of silence was observed in respect to all who lost their lives and their families along with all of 

the emergency responders who were there to help.  Together, the school community recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance and sang God Bless America.  The WWS Fifth Graders participated in the 

solemn Flag Ceremony where flags were placed on the front lawn by the sign, We Remember. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

The William Woodruff School PTO Picnic 

was a success, even with the change of 

venue from outdoors to indoors.  Over 125 

parents and students gathered to welcome in 

a new school year and challenge themselves 

to compete in a taxing obstacle course that 

measured strength and endurance.   

When the students were not competing, they were 

dancing to the tunes supplied by DJ Consoli and eating 

pizza and ice cream.  A good time was had by all 

thanks to the super efforts of the Woodruff PTO.   

 

 

 

 



COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

As part of the Berkeley Heights Public Schools Strategic Plan to improve the overall climate of 

our schools, Columbia Middle School recently hosted the Say Something assembly for its Grade 

6 students. 

 

The Say Something program was developed by a group of several families who lost loved ones in 

the Sandy Hook School shooting in Connecticut on December 14, 2012.  This group is a national 

non-profit organization committed to educating 

students on how they can help prevent acts of 

violence in our schools.  

 

Presented at Columbia Middle School by 

Berkeley Heights resident Erin Biddle-Sirop 

(pictured at right), this program was geared to 

help students recognize warning signs and signals 

especially within social media.  The assembly 

gave students a lesson on how to “say something” 

to a trusted adult.  The presenters have used this 

assembly across the nation and have seen very 

successful results. As a result of the Say 

Something assembly, students across the nation 

have helped stop many threats to the safety of 

schoolchildren. 

 

In the days following the assembly at CMS, 

students participated in teacher-led discussions 

during the Advisory Period.  A parent brochure describing the Say Something initiative can be 

found on the Berkeley Heights Public Schools website (www.bhpsnj.org). The link to this 

information is located under the Friday Folder link and reads: Say Something Parent Brochure 

(The Sandy Hook Promise). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bhpsnj.org/


GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

The Seventh Annual Club Expo was held recently at Governor Livingston High School, as 

students in grades 9 through 12 availed themselves of the opportunity to explore the formal and 

informal clubs that GL has to offer during the 2019-2020 

school year. 

Represented by students and faculty advisors, over 30 

clubs introduced themselves to prospective members by 

displaying posters, pictures and club information.  Some of 

the clubs represented at this event included the American 

Sign Language Club, Color Guard, Environmental Club, 

French Club, GLTV, Guitar Club, Interact, Math League, 

Newspaper, Science 

Olympiad, Solian 

Activism Club, Student Ambassadors, Student Council, 

TREND, Technology Student Association (TSA) and The 

Claymore Yearbook. 

Hundreds of students flooded the GL Blue Gym during 

both halves of lunch, signing up for clubs that sparked 

their interest. 

A full listing of the formal and informal clubs offered at Governor Livingston can be found by 

accessing the Clubs and Activities tab on the Governor Livingston website or by clicking on the 

link provided.  http://www.bhpsnj.org/Domain/161 

****************************************************************************** 

 

The Claymore Yearbook of Governor Livingston High School 

was recently awarded the All NJ Platinum award from the 

Garden State Scholastic Press Association.  The 2019 GL 

Yearbook won this second-highest honor from the GSSPA for 

the third year in row. The Claymore has won an award from 

this organization in 

each of the past five 

years. 

 

The 2019 GLHS 

Yearbook also won a 

Gold Medalist 

Award from the 

Columbia Scholastic 

Press Association.  This is the second year in a 

row that The Claymore has earned this 

recognition in CSPA's national journalism 

contest.  

http://www.bhpsnj.org/Domain/161


DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 

 

The ABA program of the Berkeley Heights Public Schools recently moved up to Governor 

Livingston High School.  Due to this move, there was an increased need for a space for 

instruction in the activities of daily living.  As this space was being developed over the summer, 

Mrs. Melinda Willson, district Speech-Language Specialist, worked with Girl Scout Troops 

40709 and 40499 to collect donations of new items that will be used in the brand new Life Skills 

Room at Governor Livingston.  Donations included measuring cups/spoons, mixing bowls, 

utensils, cleaning supplies, baking supplies, and other items.  The Berkeley Heights Department 

of Special Services, on behalf of the students and staff using the new Life Skills Room this year, 

is so appreciative of this generous support and wishes to thank Mrs. Willson, Troop Leader 

Natalie Smith-Zuzovsky, and the members of Girl Scout Troops 40709 and 40499. 

 

Parents are encouraged to visit the Special Services website (www.bhpsnj.org  - click on 

“Services” tab - then click on “Special Services”) for up-to-date Special Education Parent 

Advisory Committee (SEPAC) meeting and parent presentation information.  

 

 

http://www.bhpsnj.org/

